
Ovens and Murray Advertiser (Beechworth, Vic. : 1855 -1918), Wednesday 27 October 1858, page 3

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article112898748

WHAT TWENTY-FIVE YEARS HAVE
DONE IN PHILADELPHIA.

[From the Philadelphia Bulletin, July 10.]

On the 31st of May, 1833, as we learn from
aa old file of the Pennsylvania Inquirer ol that
date, which is before us, the first omnibus
commenced running iu Philadelphia. The
stage was called the William P�nn, and it ran

from the old Merchant's Coffee House, in
Second street, below Chesnut, to the 8chuy�
kill'by way of the street last named. In an

article upon the subject, written at that time,

the editor remarked that an omnibus to r->n to
the Schuylkill every hour could certainly be

sustained in Philadelphia, and r.hitit was only
necessary.', for half a "loz^ti liberal citizens in

west end of ;� the to rn to purchase a lot of
tickets, and the success of the enterprise would
be insured. Colonel James Reeride (the stage
ooach Admiral) was the projector of the line,

and this fact wa3 deemed a guarantee tha*;

things would go on properly.

80 it seems that omnibuses were just twenty
fl*e

years in reaching their climax and

commentingtheir decline. The instirution lived
iuet a quarter of a oentuiy. and now it ia

dyBgout rapidly, for the days of omnibuses are

inevitably numbered. Twenty five years
henee it will probably excite a smile upon the
face of the readers of the yea' 1883 to aee that
in 1858 city passenger railways wore just
getting into operation, to read that there Tere

persons who opposed their introduction, and
to find that great lines of railroads to and'

through the West, which will be flourishing
in the future, were languishing when this
this paragraph was written. The reader of
1883 will smile to read the record of the first,

introduction of steam fire engine, and he will

muse over the misgivings as to t e success of
a submarine telegraph. We are not quite

sure, however, that he will laugh at the doubt
!

of the good people of our own time aB to these
|

misgivings.]

In 1833 people towelled to Baltimore by
way of Chesapeake and Delaware canal ;

lotteriesflourished openly in Philadelphia, and[

when news was -wanted in a very great hurry,
it was sent by horse express. All this has
changed; lotteries have been outlawed loDg
since ; railroads have left canals far in the
rear ; passenger railway cars are driving
omnibusesout of existence, and the telegraph has
extinguished horse expresses,

A

A cornfaotor was returning lately from
Montlery, on the Orleans rood, when sudden*
ly a man, holdire: a large stick in his hand,
stepped from behind a tree, and demanded
his money or hia life. ' Why, you seem

somewhat peremptory' wis the reply, ' but
here is my answer/ and h^ drew ^ut arevolver.Then, presenting the weapon at thej

man, he siid, 1 If you do no*, ohey tnvin1junctions in
pyery respect I will fire. It is an

unpleasant thing to kill a man, but with
respectto you I should not have the slightest
hesitation, first of all, throw down your
stick ; and next, turn oat your pockets, rnd
ploce there on the road everything of value
you have ?b -ut you—money, jewels, no

matter what.' ' I cann t resist a demand so1

strongly supported,' sai^ the other ;
' but if

i yoy do business on thr- highway also, I must

say that it is vety irregular to ro^i cofretc.'

Come, mako haste,' said the other, in a

menacing tone ;
' it is a punishment I irifliet

on you ; I want to give your monay to the
poor. Despatch !' The fnotpart made no
further delay, but laid his stick and
portemonnaieat the fert ot the factor, and then to
flight across the fields. The contents of the
portemonnaie, 103f. 95c., were duydepositedin the puorbox of his parish church
by the dealer.

Hallucinatioh While Under thsInfluenceof Chloroform.—Our readers no doubt
i

remember the ca�e of a dentist in Philadelphia
'

who was accused and convicted of rape uhoii

i

a lady under tho influence of chlorofor-n, the
J

lady herself' being the only witness against
(

him. There were many persons who doubted
the reliability of the testimony of a person
as to facts occurring duiing the influence of
the chloroform, and it was a subject of much
discussion. A. very singular case has lately
occurred in this city, showing how little snch
testimony is to be relied upon. It seems that
several of our most eminent physicians and

surgeons, iucluding Dr. Doyne. Dr. S.
Richardson, Dr. Cochrane, Dr. T. L.

CaldwbH,Dr. Colescott. Dr. Hard n, Dr. Bayle-a,
and others, met to witness the removal by Dr.
Goldsmith, the distinguished professor of

surgery of the Kentucky School of Medicine,
ot a hugh cancjrouB breast fro d a the person
of a lady residing in the lower part of the
oity. While an assistant was administering
the chloroform, and before the patient was

fully under its influence, she was observed to

draw the covering over her breast, which was
bared for the operation. Soon after this she
�prangup and deolaired in the most indignant
manner that she ' would rather die than be
abused in that way.' And is was only by tho
utmost efforts c n the part of Dr. Goldsmith
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and the lady'b husband that she could beinducedto continue the use of thechloroformAfterthe operation was finished and the
effects of the anosthetic had passed off, she
was asked if she remembered anything of what
had taken place. She answered (her eyes,
we are told, flashing with fury) that she did
not feel the cutting, but she knew weil
enough the indecent remarks made and the
insulting liberties taken with her in her help,
less state. She said that it was ot no use to
deny; that she heard and felt all that had
been said and done ; that it was with
difficultyshe could be peisuaded that her
impressionswere a hallucination.—LoxmvilU

Journal,July 9.

A Father Kills the Seducer op His
Child —The Vikaburg Sun of the 25th ult.,

gives full particulars of the killing of Dr.
Mitchell, by Parker Williams, near Lake
Bolivar:—As soon as Mr Williams was made
aware that his daughter had beeu ruined by
Dr Mitchell, his family position—a man
in whom he had ever placed the most implicit
confidence, and for whom he had ever enter—
the profoandest esteem and respect—he felt

that he was an outraged man ; that he could
have borne all the ill that hoaven could inflict

upon him, in any shape but that. Indigna�
tion naturally filled his bosom, and the reflec

tion that it was. the mm whom he once

cherished w a friend, that h;;d stabbed his

peace and covered his name with infamy,
served to intestify his resentment and give a

keener pang to his anguish. He became
deaparate. Then it was that he made up his
mind te avenge his daughter's honor. The

cup of indignation was full to evarfliwing.
He sent for the author of his woes, l>r

Mituhtll,who immediately repaired to the hos3e
upon which ha had brought bo much misery,
and as he was on the point of extending hi?
hand to Mr Williams, the father of tUd'unfortunatevictim ot the teducer'a &-.Va Tt1(4

latter (Mr Williams) pu'led out ^0!
aJd

shot him dea l. Dr Mit-A*" r

PJ !�

in this coutity, where
:'f f?rmally hve^

pr-esent. His a1 a- �

" -^lfe res din�. at

�pIi *a ti, .
^er immediately gavehimwillcoma

-

a*'
pr0per au,k°�itieB, and his trial

willcon^ eatlyday>

I Intemperance among otra Soldieks, is

I Indian It muafcbe confessed that bo endeavori

on^te part af Government, or of the medical
I Officers, for the health oi the European soldiej
j

in India can be succesfuli without temperance
I

on his own part. The curse of the English
said it

j

man is drink. Sir C. Napier has said it ;

I
and it is the truest word ever spoken, tbafc file

I

mortality amongst our European troop3 is

j
mainly oaused by drink. It is false delic ;cy

j to disguise (his terrible fact. Those who have
I

seen a European regiment march wearied

injto an Indian station, and observed the men
I

bat for one short hour, know the reality of
I

what is how said. Alcohol is the poison of the
j Englishman, It is a positive certninJy thit
j total abstinence would save ninety out of every
I hundred men who now fall victims to thelndiau
I climate. See what Sir F. [ Head says of a beef
I

and watir diet—what labour, what exposure,
J the European can undergo on such u diet !

I

But the listkssness and enudi engendered by
I

a tropical climate increases a thousand times
I

-

Ila^ra^ disposition of the European
I soldier to intemperance. To cure this, then.
I

is the great problem for our mectical men—
I jofotw philanthropists. Every man can halp
I

l?
>

�xample ; and if educated men take
I the lead we may hopefully trust that the

unIeducated will follow.—JSTomeward Mail.
J

The eviathan isDipjioui.ties.—TheLeviathan
steamer has been lying

iguominiIously idle for some months, and as there seems

to be no present prospect oi finding the money
requisite to send the vessel to sea, the directors

have actually submitted to a meeting of the
proprietors a proposition for soiling hsr br
auction.. This is rather a novel d'fficu'tv, and
wo do not wonder that the proprietors did not
find it a'together to their taste. One of them
proposed instead, that the vessel should be

ao he said, sold to the shareholders for

completion,a rather roundabout way of (his"a

Uxpretjsi'jga very simple idea, namely, that
the best thing the proprietors could do under
the circumstances would be to finish their own

undertaking^ The cost of this, according to

tne proposition in question, would be one fifth
I

more than the capital already expended Ths
proposal was -mot with this objection, that it

would be ruinous to those who might perhaps
hare invested in the speculation the onlv
thousand pounds which they had ia the world.

ThbPotatoe.—Potatoes were brought
to Erreje is 1583. After fifty-nine year# the
potatoe raV-broke out, and after eighty years
there was no seed fit for plantin g to bsobtained.In 1696 the Spaniards brought good
seed from Peru, which gave healthy tubers for
forty five years. 1779 the rot bo far destroyed
tb° potatoes that no good seed was obtained.
In 170( the English brough- new seed to

Europe, but it was not until 1802-3 that seed
I

generally spread through the Continent and
was in general use. Fifty years hter the rot

again appeared and decreased in




