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'False rape claim ruined my life'
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Gordon Frow

A man falsely accused of raping a woman in Lincolnshire has spoken out about his devastating ordeal.

Gordon Frow (28) is trying to rebuild his life after he was acquitted of rape at Lincoln Crown Court.

The doorman from North Greetwell, near Lincoln, said he was shunned by some of his friends after being charged with rape.
And he said that even some family members were unsure of his innocence.

The ordeal led him to contemplate suicide — although now he says there is an enormous sense of relief at finally being cleared.
"It's a terrible thing to be accused of," he said.

"I thought people would look down on me. Even my family were in two minds. It was traumatising."

He spent seven months in prison before the case went to trial.

"Being in prison, you are depressed, beside yourself pretty much. There's no-one to talk to."

The 28-year-old faced a five-day trial at Lincoln Crown Court which ended last week.

Mr Frow admitted that sex did take place, but insisted that the woman had consented to what happened.

He was acquitted of two charges of rape, but admitted one charge each of criminal damage, driving while disqualified and
having no insurance.

Mr Frow was given a six-month jail sentence for the offences he had admitted, but he was released immediately — having
already served seven months in prison while preparations were being made for the case to go to court.

Now, after the relief of being cleared of the two rape charges against him, he is ready to move on with his life.

"When | walk down the street it feels like everybody is looking at me. | know they aren't, but it feels that way," he added.

For the full story see Friday's Lincolnshire Echo.

http://www.lincolnshireecho.co.uk/walk-street-feels-like-everybody-looking/story-11213090-
detail/story.html
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