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FALSE RAPE REPORT UPSETTING CAMPUS
By FELICITY BARRINGER and SPECIAL TO THE NEW YORK TIMES

The student newspaper's report of the rape hit the George Washington University campus last week on the eve of exams, when
students study even later at the library. The newspaper, The GW Hatchet, reported that two young black men had raped a
white student at knifepoint on G Street, one of the main thoroughfares of this urban campus.

The effect was electric. Students called their parents. University administrators called trustees. The campus police called
the District of Columbia police. Then, the day after the newspaper report, a lawyer for Mariam Kashani, the sophomore who
said she knew the victim and was the newspaper's main source of information about the attack, called the campus police to say
she had made up the report.

As news of the fabrication spread around campus, the fear that had rolled over the school like a thick fog was blown away
by clear, cold rage. Now students, rape crisis counselors, university officials and the student journalists who fell for the hoax
are trying to assess the fallout of Ms. Kashani's actions. An Apology

In an apology delivered to the dean of students office late this afternoon, Ms. Kashani said she "had hoped the story, as
reported, would highlight the problems of safety for women." In her statement, delivered to the acting dean of students, Linda
Donnels, by Ms. Kashani's mother, the student said the rape she described "did, in fact, occur but did not take place at the time
and location as reported." The statement offered no further details.

"She did a lot of damage," said Denise Snyder of the D.C. Rape Crisis Center, an independent organization. "It was an
incredible fabrication. The whole business reinforced all the myths. The myth of false reporting, for one. The myth of
interracial rape -- 90 percent of rapes are intraracial. The myth of an assault by a stranger, when most rape is acquaintance
rape."
Ronnie Thaxton, vice president of the Black People's Union on campus. said: "I was outraged. I think it was just another
attempt by some white people to discredit young black males in this country." Lashahn Toatley, treasurer of the group, said the
incident would lower the credibility of any genuine rape victim. 'Cruel Hoax'

The university president, Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, today sent out a letter deploring the "cruel hoax that scored a victory
over truth," and pledging increased efforts toward racial sensitivity.

Ms. Donnels said that Ms. Kashani's case is being investigated and that she expected some charges of violating the student
code to be brought against the woman.

The fabrication by Ms. Kashani, a student from suburban Maryland who did rape crisis counseling before transferring
from Tulane University, hit nerves all over the university, but most particularly among black students. The assailants were
described as having "particularly bad body odor" and were alleged to have laughed after the attack, telling the victim, "You
were pretty good for a white girl."

Rozelle Moore, a black senior at the university, said: "She definitely owes the campus an apology, and she owes an apology
to black males."

Patrice Sonberg, editor in chief of the student newspaper, said that a reporter had heard rumors of the rape, which was
supposed to have occurred early in the morning of Oct. 31, near Strong Hall, a large dormitory. The reporter tried to confirm it
with Margery Mazie, a sophomore who is co-founder of a feminist organization on campus called Women's Issues Now.

Ms. Mazie directed the reporter, Philip Clouse, to Ms. Kashani, who told him she had met the victim through a friend at
the D.C. Rape Crisis Center. Mr. Clouse's article in the Dec. 6 issue of The GW Hatchet was published after the student editors
believed that an officer of the District's Police Department had confirmed the account. Report From 'Officer'

In fact, Mr. Clouse never saw the man who identified himself as "Mark Smith" and later, when the students could find no
Mark Smith at the Police Department, as "Michael Smith." "Mr. Smith" said he had taken the victim to D.C. General Hospital
and had filed a report on the rape. Neither the reporter nor his editors ever reached "Mr. Smith" at the Police Department; Ms.
Kashani always offered to call the officer's beeper, and he called them back.

Publication of the report was delayed, Ms. Sonberg said, because no crime report had been filed with the campus police or
the District police. But when "Michael Smith" told them he had filed a report, and they confirmed that a Michael Smith did
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work as an officer, they decided to go ahead. There is no evidence of any connection between the real Michael Smith and the
fictitious officer, a campus police spokesman said.

Ms. Sonberg said today that the racial details were included in the story for identification purposes. "We were trying to
give our readers all the facts," she said.

Mr. Trachtenberg, the university president, said in today's letter that "our black students, faculty, staff and neighbors"
were "special victims of the hoax," adding, "They were stereotyped in a provocative and unfair way."
The TimesMachine archive viewer is a subscriber-only feature.

We are continually improving the quality of our text archives. Please send feedback, error reports, and suggestions to
archive_feedback@nytimes.com.

A version of this article appears in print on December 12, 1990, on Page A00021 of the National edition with the headline: FALSE RAPE REPORT
UPSETTING CAMPUS.

© 2018 The New York Times Company

https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice

