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Hamiltons relieved as accuser jailed
 

Neil Hamilton says he
believes "justice has been
done" after the woman who
falsely accused him and his
wife of rape was jailed for
three years.

Trainee lecturer Nadine Milroy-
Sloan, 29, from Grimsby, north
Lincolnshire, was sentenced at
London's Middlesex Guildhall
Crown Court on Friday.

She had been found guilty of two counts of perverting the
course of justice by a jury at the Old Bailey last month.

Mr Hamilton and his wife Christine were arrested in 2001 after
the mother-of four told police she had been raped by them,
62-year-old Barry Lehaney and a man called Andrew in Mr
Lehaney's flat in Ilford, Essex.

'Serious offence'

The couple, who along with Mr Lehaney were cleared of any
involvement, called the jail sentence "entirely appropriate" and
said they were "pleased and relieved".

Mr Hamilton described Milroy-Sloan as "gold-digging", adding:
"She has now been properly punished."

The former Tory MP for Tatton
in Cheshire, 54, described the
"horrible" experience of being
arrested in August 2001, and
the "humiliating" publicity which followed.

He told the BBC he hoped the sentence would serve as a
deterrent to anyone tempted to try to make money by
inventing allegations and selling them to the tabloid press.

And he called on the Press Complaints Commission to look at
the issue of people being paid for stories containing
sensational, but unproven, allegations.

His wife Christine said she was pleased "the judge has realised
what a serious offence she had committed".

"She deliberately set out to tell lies about us and to cash in on
it. She sold her invention to the newspapers."

But Mr Lehaney said the sentence was "nowhere near" long
enough for the "nightmare" he had suffered.

'Emotionally unstable'

Judge Simon Smith, passing sentence, said: "It's becoming too
easy for people to sell fake allegations about well-known
people to the press, and the courts have to deal with it firmly."

He added it was clear that
Milroy-Sloan had been
"planning to do something like
this [falsely accusing the
Hamiltons] from your arrival in
London".

During the trial, the
prosecution described Milroy-
Sloan as "cunning" fantasist
who had come up with her
scheme to find fame and
fortune.

She originally visited publicist Max Clifford on 2 May 2001,
alleging she had been raped by the Hamiltons, who wanted to
recruit her as a prostitute.

Mr Clifford told her she should go to the police if she had
evidence.

Three days later she contacted police in Peckham saying she
had been raped by a couple called Joan and James, who she
later identified as the Hamiltons.

She then sold her story for £50,000 to a Sunday newspaper in
which she waived her right to anonymity, saying she wanted to

SEE ALSO:
Hamiltons' accuser found guilty 
16 May 03  |  UK
Chequebook journalism in the dock
13 Jun 03  |  UK
Limited anonymity on the horizon 
16 May 03  |  UK
Timeline: Hamilton accuser case 
16 May 03  |  UK
Hamiltons' accuser apologises 
07 May 03  |  England
Hamilton 'broke down over sex
claim' 
28 Apr 03  |  England

 
 TOP UK STORIES

Major manhunt for Afghan soldier 
Unemployment dips to 2.47 million
PM condemns sympathy for Moat 

| News feeds
 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/text_only.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3021599.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/home/d/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/go/toolbar/-/a-z/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaselector/check/player/nol/newsid_7350000/newsid_7352600?redirect=7352691.stm&news=1&nbram=1&bbram=1&nbwm=1&bbwm=1&asb=1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/banner/story/services/-/1/hi/help/products_and_services/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/also_in_the_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/video_and_audio/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/d/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/welsh/default.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2988208.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2988208.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3025323.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2988488.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3030029.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3021599.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/3007393.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/2982533.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10628025
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10628641
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-10633297
http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/uk/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_uk_edition/uk/rss.xml


6/5/2018 BBC NEWS | UK | Hamiltons relieved as accuser jailed

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2988208.stm 2/2

MMIX Back to top ^^

"stand up and be counted".

In mitigation on Friday, Martin Heslop QC said Milroy-Sloan
showed traits of emotionally unstable and histrionic personality
disorders.

At her trial, Milroy-Sloan apologised to the Hamiltons, saying
she did accept she could have made a mistake.

Anonymity protection

But as he passed sentence, Judge Smith told her she had
attempted "to get money and fame by dragging in the
Hamiltons, whose names had been very much in the public eye
at the time when, as the jury found, you knew perfectly well
they weren't there".

She was sentenced to three years for each offence, to run
concurrently.

Mr Hamilton said alleged rape defendants should be afforded
the same anonymity as alleged victims.

It was wrong that Milroy-Sloan had been able to profit by
waiving her anonymity "as if it were a commodity to be
traded", he added.

Milroy-Sloan had faced a maximum sentence of seven years
for each charge.

The Hamiltons were not in court for the sentencing.

 
 

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
E-mail news  Mobiles  Alerts  News feeds  Interactive TV  Podcasts

News Front Page | World | UK | England | Northern Ireland | Scotland | Wales | Politics 
Business | Entertainment | Science/Nature | Technology | Health | Education 
Have Your Say | Magazine | In Pictures | Week at a Glance | Country Profiles | In Depth | Programmes

Help  Privacy and cookies policy  News sources  About the BBC  Contact us

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3281849.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2988208.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2988208.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/email/news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3304673.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/4735697.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/rss/3223484.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/5092618.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/podcasts/directory/genre/newscurrentaffairs/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/week_at-a-glance/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3281815.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/info/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/newswatch/ukfs/hi/feedback/default.stm

